PAPERS
OF

THE

HAWAIIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
No. 6.

T H E PROCEEDINGS OF THE RUSSIANS ON KAUAI.
1814-1816.
[Read before the Hawaiian Historical Society, May 7, 1894,
by Prof. W. D. Alexander.

WAIMEA BAY
WAIMEA, KAUAI.
Copy from Hawaiian Govt. Survey Map
W.E.W. May 1894
Nautical1/2Mile.

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE RUSSIANS ON
KAUAI.

1814-1816.

Read before the Hawaiian Historical Society, May 7th, 1894, by PROF. W. D.
ALEXANDER.

FEW persons at the present time are aware of the many
links connecting the early history of these islands
with that of the northwest coast of America.
One of the most interesting historical relics in
this country is the old Russian fort, which is still
standing at Waimea, Kauai, a short distance south of the mouth
of the river, and which was the scene of a bloody fight in 1824.
Another memento of Russian occupation is a circular redoubt
situated on the bluff east of the Hanalei river.
The Hawaiian version of the story was collected on the spot
by Rev. Samuel Whitney, a few years after the events referred
to took place, and was published in the Hawaiian Spectator in
1839, in Vol. I., pp. 49-51, and also in Dibble's History, pp. 76-80
The Russian account, which has until lately been locked up
in the early records of Russian America, I shall now have the
pleasure of laying before the Historical Society.
During my late visit to Washington, Mr. Allen, the librarian
of the Department of State, at our request, caused a thorough
search to be made in the ancient archives of Alaska for any
references to these islands.
At length a complete account of the transactions referred to
was found in Tikmeneff's " History of the Formation of the
Russian American Company," which was translated for our
benefit.

I have since found that Mr. H. H. Bancroft had already made
use of it in Vol. XXVIII. of his history relating to Alaska.
CHARACTER OF GOVERNOR BARANOFF.

During the early part of this century Russian America was
governed by Count Baranoff, who resided at Sitka, and is described by Washington Irving in his "Astoria," pp. 465, 466, as a
" rough, rugged, hospitable, hard-drinking old Russian ; somewhat of a soldier, somewhat of a trader ; above all, a boon companion of the old roystering school, with a strong cross of the
bear. Mr. Hunt, Astor's agent, found this hyperborean veteran
ensconced in a fort which crested the whole of a high rocky promontory. It mounted one hundred guns, large and small, and
was impregnable to Indian attack.
" Here the old Governor lorded it over sixty Russians, who
formed the corps of the trading establishment, besides an indefinite number of Indian traders, who were continually coming
and going.
*
*
*
" Besides these immediate serfs and dependents just mentioned, the old Russian potentate exerted a considerable sway over
a numerous and irregular class of maritime traders, who looked
to him for aid and munitions, and through whom he may be
said to have, in some degree, extended his power along the
whole Northwest Coast." These were American captains engaged in the fur trade.
*
*
*
" Over these coasting captains, as we have intimated, the
veteran governor exerted some sort of sway, but it was of a
peculiar and characteristic kind ; it was the tyranny of the
table. They were obliged to join him in his ' prosnics' or carousals, and to drink ' potations pottle deep.' "
*
*
*
"He is continually," said Mr. Hunt, "giving entertainments
by way of parade, and if you do not drink raw rum, and boiling
punch as strong as sulphur, he will insult you as soon as he gets
drunk, which is very soon after sitting down to table."
But with all his faults, Alexander Andreievitch Baranoff was
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no ordinary man, and possessed great administrative ability.
As Bancroft truly says, " The poor could alway rely upon his
aid, and this benevolence was coupled with an integrity and
disinterestedness far above the usual standard among his associates."
*
*
*
" As for the natives, his influence over them was unbounded,
chiefly through the respect with which his indomitable courage
and constant presence of mind impressed them."
Another side light is thrown on his character by Captain
Golovnin of the " Diana," who speaks of the furniture in his
house as being very fine and costly, having been brought from
London and St. Petersburg, and adds, "But what astonished us
most was the large library in nearly all European languages,
and his collection of fine paintings,—this in a country where
no one but Baranoff can appreciate a picture, and no travelers
are likely to call but the skippers of American coasting vessels."
Such was the old so-called "robber baron," who planted a
fortified trading post on Bodega Bay, California, in 1812, which
was a thorn in the side of the Spanish governors for nearly
thirty years, until it was sold to Captain Sutter. in 1841.
HAGEMEISTER'S VISIT.

According to Archibald Campbell, BaranofF had some idea of
planting a colony on these islands as early as 1809, for in the
account of his voyage from Sitka to Honolulu in the " Neva,"
Capt. Hagemeister, he says (p. 81): "It would appear that the
Russians had determined to form a settlement on these islands ;
at least, preparations were made for the purpose ; and I was
informed by the commander that if I chose I might get a situation as interpreter. The ship had a house in frame on board,
and intimation was given that volunteers would be received ;
none, however, offered, and I never observed that any other
steps were taken in the affair."
While the " Neva " was off Lahaina, Mr. Campbell had much
conversation with a Scotch settler bv the name of MacCallum.

He says : "Amongst other things, I told him that I understood the Russians had some intention of forming a settlement
on the Sandwich Islands.
" This reached the captain's ears, and he gave me a severe reprimand for having, as he expressed it, betrayed their secrets."
Mr. H. H. Bancroft remarks of this expedition, " Baranoff
certainly instructed Hagemeister to found a settlement, and a
copy of his instructions has been preserved in the Sitka
archives, but no mention of this is made in the captain's report.
It is probable that he was deterred by fear of British opposition, as on August 6th of the following year Kamehameha
wrote to George III, asking that the islands be placed under
British protection."
*
*
*
*
*
*
" After calling at the other islands in the
Hawaiian group, and bartering seal skins and walrus tusks for
salt, sandalwood and pearls, Captain Hagemeister sailed for
Kamschatka, and thence to New Archangel (Sitka)."
THE KAUAI ACCOUNT OF S C H E F F E R ' S PROCEEDINGS.

I will now give the substance of Mr. Whitney's paper,
referred to above, supplemented by other information.
During the last war between the United States and Great
Britain, the ship "Attahualpa," of Boston, was .sold to Governor Baranoff at Sitka, and re-named the " Bering."
Previous to the discharge of the American captain and crew,
the ship was sent on a voyage to the Sandwich Islands, in the
course of which she was wrecked at Waimea, Kauai. Most of
the ship's stores and cargo were saved and left in the care of
Kaumualii, king of the island, for the owners.
In the year 1815 Governor Baranoff sent Dr. Scheffer, a
German physician, to the islands on the American ship
"Isabella," Captain Tyler, to look after the property. He
landed with a large stock of goods at Kailua, Hawaii, wjhere he
was kindly treated by Kamehameha until he obtained a passage to Kauai on the ship " Millwood," Captain Eddes. After
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